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INTRODUCTION 

Morning sun has just broken over the crest of the Coburg Hills. 

From my fourth-floor windows I witness the birthing of a new day, the start of a new week. The 
start, really, of the rest of my life. 

I am not given the rest of my life on this Monday morning at sunrise, but only the start. 

Thankfully I am not given even the map. I am not ready for it. 

Nor are you. 

People often say to me: I want to know God’s plan for my life. Or they may ask: How can I be 
sure that I am doing God’s will? 

You may know the yearning. 

So this morning I think of the words of the Prophet Isaiah: 

The Lord GOD has given me 
 a well-trained tongue, 
That I might know how to speak to the weary 
 a word that will rouse them. 
Morning after morning 
 he opens my ear that I may hear … (Isaiah 50:4) 

I offer you the only answer I know to the haunting question: How can I be sure that I am doing 
God’s will? 

It’s the answer I give myself. An answer which also is a question: Am I living as Jesus taught? 
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Am I actually living as he taught? Do I believe Jesus?  

Do I live with even a smidgen of his faith in God, which sets me free, as he was free, to act? 

If I want to follow Jesus, am I willing to go where he goes—even to the fierce edge of the wave
—and love whom and what he loves? 

Am I willing to live by the same moral compass, and love with the same divine love? 

The Master himself gives us his word: If you live according to my teaching, you are truly my 
disciples.  

His life was his teaching. Right out there, for all of us to see, to observe, and take note. 

In Living as Jesus Taught I offer you over thirty stories of what I look like, and what you just 
might look like, in moments of being discipled and apprenticed by the Master. 

In some stories my heart is convicted, my attitude chastened. In other stories I enter into the 
mystery of the multiplication of bread, of love, even the multiplication of blankets. 

I share the wild ride of living without a car, following and encountering Jesus cleverly disguised 
in my downtown peeps—oftentimes the ones consigned to the margins. 

Everywhere, I find the invitation to live as Jesus taught. 

Part 1, Prayer, is about ways of being with God. Part 2, Encounter, is about ways of being with 
others. And Part 3, Life is about ways of being witness in the world. 

Each vignette includes an opening scripture which weaves its way into the story. And each 
vignette ends with questions for reflection and conversation. You will have ample opportunity to 
recall your own true stories of how you already are living as Jesus taught.  

Don’t let those stories lie idle! My workbook Storytelling Our Lives walks you through the steps 
to polish your stories and share them confidently with others. 
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People today need to hear your stories of encounter—whether your siblings, your grandchildren, 
a lonely neighbor, a friend who struggles, or fellow disciples who need a spark of 
encouragement. 

Imagine our world, all of us together, living as Jesus taught! 

Mary Sharon Moore 
Eugene, Oregon 

November 1, 2020
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